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I have had a few times where someone I work with has stood up to support my ideas or simply support what I do when other people disagree. My most memorable moment occurred just last week. I work with a person that has been with the company for almost 25 years, I'll call him Bill for this story. Bill is not liked by all, but is very respected, especially with our plant manager. I have worked with him on multiple projects and he liked my work and how I present myself. Recently, some things came up at work regarding hiring me after my internship is completed in May. There were a few managers whom I have never worked with, or really spoken to that did not think I would be fit for the job. As they are managers, they seem to be the deciding factors in if I work there or not. After finding out about the situation, Bill who is not a manager, decided to put in a good word for me all the way to the top, the plant manger. Bill did not have to do this, he could have just let it go and not say anything. I am very grateful that Bill did this. Even though I may still not get the job, it shows that he has my back no matter what.
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Everyone faces situations in their lives when it helps to have someone by their side. A lot of times, this doesn’t happen because people have their own problems to deal with. I was lucky enough to have someone by my side at an important time in my life. This was when I was going through a rough patch from some family issues and one of my life-long friends kept my spirits up and did his best to keep me going. He would call me everyday and see if I wanted to hangout or just get out and have some fun with everyone. He could have stayed away and just let me work it out on my own, but he chose not to. He went out of his way to be a good friend and help me through a tough patch that would have taken a lot longer to get through. To some that doesn’t seem like a huge deal, but to me friendships are very important. I am very thankful he stood by me during a time that he didn’t have to.
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I have not had that many times in my in life where someone has stood by me. Especially not unconditionally. I have usually had to stand by myself. I pride myself on generally having the strength and courage to stand up for myself. Many times in life people do not stand up for what they believe in. If people had a bit more strength of character they might see that they themselves is all they really need. They do not need friends. They do not need family. They do not need a deity. They themselves have what it takes to stand up for themselves usually. This is especially true when people always do what is for the greater good (utilitarian) and not what is self-centered (hedonistic).
So, I really cannot think of a time when someone has stood by me per se. But, I try to act in a way that I do not need someone to stand by me. And I try to have the strength to weather whatever comes my way by myself without asking other people or deities for help. The times I have asked for help, it is rarely there anyway. So, why ask? Just make yourself strong and you will not need help from anyone other than yourself.
But if I had to pick one time, the only thing I can think of, it would be in elementary school when a teacher was being mean to me. Very mean. My mother came to the school and let the principal have it and the teacher about got fired. But I decided to accept her apology and not have her fired. Even at that young age I was a bigger person than most adults were, or are.
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